On December 11, 2010, hockey history will be made.
For the first time ever, CBC’s Hockey Night in Canada will be broadcast
in 3D. The Panasonic 3D cameras that will make it possible will also
be used to capture a second 3D broadcast on February 20, 2011.
Whether you’re witnessing one of these groundbreaking events with
the incredible realism of 3D, or just enjoying the hi-def action all
season long, VIERA plasma brings you hockey like never before!

Panasonic is the Official 3D & HDTV Sponsor
of CBC’s Hockey Night in Canada

In a world of inﬁnite possibilities, ﬁnd your own.

toshiba.ca
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What’s your

measure of brilliance?

The minute you set your eyes on it, the new Samsung LED
9000 TV will grab your attention. The impossibly-thin profile
will defy everything that you know about televisions. Inside,
is a host of advanced features specifically-designed to deliver
picture quality so vivid, that it will have you questioning reality.
Prepare yourself for a visual journey into a new dimension.

ULTIMATE DESIGN
The LED 9000 is only 0.3 inches in depth and has an elegant, brushed-metal exterior.
PREMIUM ACCESSORY PACKAGE
The groundbreaking, touch screen remote allows you to enter text and stream video from the TV screen
to the 3" colour screen. The specially-designed, ultra-slim wall mount complements the TV, while the
Samsung Wireless LAN Adaptor connects you to a world of online content.
A NEW DIMENSION IN TV
Built with the most advanced 3D-imaging technology, the LED 9000 allows you to watch 2D HD
shows, sports and movies in 3D, or combine with a 3D-enabled Blu-ray disc player and
Samsung 3D Active Glasses to enjoy a breathtaking 3D performance.

www.samsung.com

MODERN AGE

Wirelessly connect your Micromega Airstream WM10 to your iTunes library
and deliver high-end quality sound to the farthest reaches of your home.

.
The Critics say...
“A no-fuss, no-muss entry into computer audio. I was
impressed with what I heard from the Airstream at
the Axpona Show and SSI Montreal Show.”

“Comparing the Apple Airport Express to Micromega
Airstream is like comparing my $85 Shure M97
cartridge to my $1000 Lyra Dorian.”

- John Atkinson / Stereophile

www.micromega-hifi.com

Distributed by Plurison - www.plurison.com - 866 271 5869

- Jeff Dorgay / Tone Audio

productnews
For daily news visit www.canadahifi.com

Paradigm Reference MilleniaOne Satellite Speakers
The MilleniaOne satellite is a versatile, compact speaker
which can be used as a left, right or center speaker and
promises the same level of quality and performance associated with the Paradigm Reference line. It can be easily
incorporated into any room environment for optimal enjoyment of movies, music and television. With both white
and black gloss nishes and a uniquely shaped shell, the
MilleniaOne speakers are ideal for rooms where space is at
a premium or where a modern minimalist look is desired.
Paradigm’s die-cast aluminum enclosures provide superior
rigidity while maintaining a thinner wall and acting as a
heatsink for drivers and crossover components. The diecasting process also allows for a beautifully sculpted enclosure, a change from the standard rectangular box. The
MilleniaOne uses an S-PAL tweeter dome with a silver
nish to match the cone and the tweeter motor employs
neodymium magnets and extruded aluminum heatsinks. The MilleniaOne satellite speaker ships with a small
bookshelf stand and is available as a left/right pair or as a ve piece system. Out now. A matching Millenia subwoofer should also be available by the time you read this. MSRP: $549 (two speaker system), $1349 (ve speaker
system), $1499 (subwoofer). www.paradigm.com

Paradigm PDR v.5 Series Subwoofers
The new Paradigm PDR subwoofer series aims to deliver the best performance and value in the budget subwoofer
category. The PDR series is said to offer superb denition and deep bass impact for which this line-up has long been
known. Succeeding the PDR-8 and PDR-10 models are the new PDR-80 and PDR-100 with the same reinforced
polymer-composite on the 8 inch and 10 inch single forward-ring drivers. The cone material ensures excellent
rigidity and superb internal damping. Brand new to the PDR series, the PDR-W100 is the rst-ever wireless sub
from Paradigm, adding a new level of versatility and functionality. The
PDR-W100 ships wireless ready, including Paradigm’s own wireless
transmitter. With patented built-in high-power ampliers, the PDR-100
and PDR-W100 boast 360 watt dynamic peak with 120 watt RMS sustained power. As with the PDR v.4, the sub/sat phase alignment switch
for 0 degrees or 180 degrees allows users to adjust subwoofer settings
to avoid “wave cancellation,” which occurs when there are sound waves
going forward and equal sound waves going backward in a room, thereby canceling each other out. A subwoofer that is 180 degrees out-ofphase with the main speakers would lead to an audible decrease in bass
response. The phase alignment switch allows listeners to compensate
for this scenario. In addition, both models feature a bypass option on the
subwoofer cut-off frequency. Available now. MSRP: $299 (PDR-80 ),
$429 (PDR-100) and $549 (PDR-W100) www.paradigm.com
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PSB SubSeries 300 Powered Subwoofer
The SubSeries subwoofer is no ordinary PSB subwoofer – it
is the result of a joint venture between the PSB design team
and the engineers at its sister company, NAD Electronics.
NAD’s new amplier designed specically for the SubSeries
300 produces 850 Watts of peak dynamic power, 425W of dynamic power, and 300W of continuous power at less than 0.08
percent THD. Given this reported power, the SubSeries 300
should be well capable of handling demanding transients in
music or home theatre. PSB says that the sub’s high power
Class D discrete MOSFET amplier output stage is 90 percent
efcient, producing more power with less energy. A new power supply saves energy by reducing standby power consumption to 0.5 watts. The latest implementation of PSB’s proprietary “smart bass” limiting
circuitry works to prevent
audible overload from demanding music and lm
soundtracks. The subwoofer’s small cabinet houses a
12-inch woofer that churns
out low frequencies thanks
to its polypropylene cone,
a butyl rubber surround, a
high power 2-inch voice
coil, and a 50-ounce magnet. MSRP: $1000.
www.psbspeakers.com

Audioengine N22 Desktop Audio Amplier
It doesn’t take an audio enthusiast to realize that most computer audio systems leave a lot to be desired but it doesn’t
have to be this way. The N22 is an integrated stereo power
amp and headphone amp designed to be partnered with an
iPod/iPhone, computer and speakers or headphones. Its compact size and “stand-up” form factor make it a perfect addition to a desktop or a smaller space at home or at an ofce. A
USB power port allows for charging an iPod, while the variable line output lets you add a subwoofer. Two audio inputs
are standard so you can plug in your computer, iPod or stereo
directly. The vertical design of the N22 with its integrated
stand allows the 22 watt/per channel stereo class A/B ampliers to run cool through passive convection without a fan or
bulky heatsink. For headphone listeners the N22 includes a
high-performance, lownoise discrete BurrBrown/TI
amplier,
which works well with
all types of headphones
and earphones. MSRP:
$199 US. www.audioengineusa.com. Distributed
in Canada by Atlantia:
1-877-985-7257,
www.atlantia.ca

www.canadahi.com
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Toshiba REGZA WX800 3D TV Series and BDX3000 3D Blu-ray Player
Marking Toshiba’s entry into the 3D TV category, the WX800 series processes multiple 3D input formats, including MPEG4-MVC and RealD, for enjoyment of 3D content. The edge lighting system on the series’ LED panel and
DynaLight control continuously optimize contrast, resulting in deeper black levels, bright whites and more vibrant
colours. Toshiba’s ClearFrame 240Hz technology ensures that the WX800 series provides outstanding clear picture
quality for fast-motion movies and sports, making it the ideal series for gaming enthusiasts, action-movie lovers
and sports fans. The WX800’s built-in wired and Wi-Fi capability allows users to access Toshiba’s NET TV service
with Yahoo! Connected TV which offers a variety of streaming content options, from old favourites to new releases. When connected to a home network, users can also access Facebook and
Twitter, and explore new videos and photos on YouTube, Flickr, and more.
This DLNA-certied series also allows consumers to stream content such as
music, videos and photos from a notebook or other DLNA-certied devices
to their television. To coincide with the introduction of Toshiba’s 3D TVs,
the company is also releasing a 3D Blu-ray player, the BDX3000. Delivering
full HD Blu-ray 3D playback, it comes with a myriad of Internet-related, interactive features such as BD-Live 2.0 and PIP with BonusView, and includes
built-in wired and wireless network connections. MSRP: $2799 (46-inch),
$3299.99 (55-inch) and $299 (BDX3000). www.toshiba.ca

Focal Viva Utopia and Viva Center Utopia Speakers
Focal has just expanded its Utopia III line with the addition of the Viva Utopia and Viva Center Utopia speakers,
both three-way loudspeakers. The Viva Utopia is a vertical speaker designed to be used in a 2-channel system
or as the rear speaker in a home theatre setting. The Viva Center Utopia is a horizontal speaker designed to be
used as a centre channel, which will give multi-channel systems a perfectly matched timbre. The Viva is said to
provide extreme clarity of the midrange, high efciency and power handling with excellent 3D imaging. The
Viva Utopia and Viva Center Utopia are technically similar, using
the same custom designed sandwich “W” drivers in a DiApolito
conguration, (two per loudspeaker, one for the bass section and
a second one for the midrange/treble channels spread in the two
bass enclosures), the same crossovers, and the same cabinet. The
only difference is the midrange/treble axis that is xed on the circular support in solid aluminum. MSRP: $12,500 each, matching
stands $995 each. www.focal-fr.com. Distributed in Canada by
Plurison: 1-866-271-5689, www.plurison.com

McIntosh Laboratory Amps, Preamps and SACD Player/Preamp
McIntosh recently announced a number of new products to meet the demands of the high-end audio world including the MC452 and MC302 stereo amps, the C48 and C50 stereo preamps and the MCD1100 SACD player/preamp. The MC302 is the most advanced amplier McIntosh has ever produced at this power level – 300 watts/channel – a power which allows for loudspeakers to be driven to their full potential. The 450-watt-per-channel “Quad
Balanced” MC452 delivers unprecedented control, clarity and detail in all speakers. Both the C48 and C50 stereo
preamps offer more exibility and performance capabilities than any previous McIntosh Control Centers, offering
exciting new options while maintaining traditional McIntosh preamp functionality. These engineering enhancements combine with smart, user programmable features. For total exibility, both units may be combined with
multi-channel audio systems by using the Pass Through feature, which allows the stereo system to be selectively
folded into a home theatre system. In both units, phono playback at the highest level is assured with two separate
phono inputs, covering all phono cartridge types. The MCD1100 player is unique in that it can operate without
a separate preamplier and not only handles CD and SACD formats
but also CD-R, CD-RW, SACD, Hybrid SACD, MP3 and WMA music
discs. Its USB input allows access to music stored or streamed from a
computer while 5 digital inputs allow connection to the digital audio
outputs of other sources. MSRP (in US): MC452($7,500), MC302
($5,500), C48 ($4,500), C50 ($6,500) and MCD1100 ($10,000).
www.mcintoshlabs.com
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CANADA HiFi Showcase

Please consider components from the following
companies when making your next purchase.

Audio
Sensibility
www.audiosensibility.com

LOUDSPEAKERS

www.reference3a.com

Distributed in Canada by
Audio Dream Distributions
www.audio-dream.ca
(403) 280-5894
www.leema-acoustics.com

Best value in high-end audio cables.
Cable termination services. DIY supplies.

To adverse in the CANADA HiFi Showcase
secon please call 416-767-2495

productnews
Denon RCD-N7 CD Networked Receiver and SC-N7 Speakers
Denon’s new N7 system consists of the RCD-N7 CD networked receiver and the SC-N7 stereo speakers. The
system aims to please the modern music listener by offering great iPod/iPhone integration and home network
connectivity. For instance, Denon’s special “Party Mode Plus” multi-zone network streaming system for use
with new Denon A/V receivers lets users control and play music simultaneously on up to ve Denon devices on
their network. In addition to full iPod/iPhone connectivity, the RCD-N7 allows users to listen to online music services such as Rhapsody, Napster, Pandora and Last.
fm, as well as stream music wirelessly from their
PC. A USB connector allows for enjoyment of music from USB digital audio players, and the RCD-N7
also offers CD playback as well as AM/FM radio. In
addition to all this, Denon’s new Remote App lets
users operate all system control via their iPod or iPhone. Finally, Wi-Fi Protected Setup (WPS) allows
for easy and secure establishment of a wireless home
network, and a 3-line OLED display makes it easy to
see exactly where the music is coming from. MSRP:
$899 (RCD-N7 receiver with SC-N7 speakers) and
$689 for the RCD-N7 receiver. www.denon.ca

Optoma Neo-i iPod Sound Dock with Pico Projector
Optoma has just announced the Neo-i, the rst all-in-one iPod sound dock with a built-in pico projector. Complete
with a built-in 16-watt stereo speaker system and additional inputs to accommodate multiple components, the
Neo-i combines the best of both portable and digital technologies providing users with a simple, unique audio/video solution. The Neo-i combines a 50 ANSI lumen pico projector delivering an image of up to 120-inch in native
WVGA (854 X 480 pixels) resolution in the 16:9 format. The effective
dynamic range of the on-board audio system is increased using unique
digital signal processing techniques, resulting in a listener perception of
greater bass and dynamic range. Utilizing Apple’s 30-pin connector, the
docking station accommodates all iPod, iPhone and iTouch devices. Users will have three options for accessing and controlling their media selections: From the control interface of the iPod/iPhone device; the included
IR remote control; or through the backlit control panel on the Neo-i, itself.
All this plus the Neo-i also charges the iPod/iPhone while docked in the
unit. HDMI and VGA ports allow connection to laptops, Blu-ray players,
and Apple TV. Finally, an optional accessory kit provides connectivity to
the iPad. Available in mid-December. MSRP: $549. www.optoma.ca

Aperion Zona Wireless Surround Speaker System
If you would like to set up a surround sound system in your room but don’t want to deal with running speaker wires
to the back of your room , the Zona Wireless Surround System may be just the solution you’re looking for. The
system consist of a compact wireless transmitter and two powered bookshelf speakers with tuned ports and built-in
receivers. The Zona speakers require a simple power outlet and that’s it, no setup and no running wires. Place the
speakers where you want, plug them into a power outlet, plug the transmitter into the audio source, and instantly play high-delity sound streamed
wirelessly. Aperion crafted Zona’s speakers to work aesthetically and sonically with most home theatre systems. The compact transmitter connects
to surround pre-out jacks of an AVR or DVD player and the two speakers
link automatically when plugged in. Once connected, the system produces
uncompressed 16 bit/48 kHz CD-quality audio. Zona can also double as a
high-end wireless solution for music stored on your computer or virtually
any audio source. Using the USB port you can send audio to speakers located up to 150 feet away. MSRP: $499 US. www.aperionaudio.com
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THERE’S ONLY SO MUCH

SANTA CAN DO.
Wish List
q World peace
q Super model girlfriend
q Ten billion dollars
q My team wins the Stanley Cup

3

q Speakers that my friends would die for

Introducing the new BrightoN SerieS
But, Sinclair Audio can help out and fulfill your wishes with the new Brighton series. Brighton
combines cutting edge technology and gorgeous industrial design into a series of speakers
capable of transforming your listening area into your favorite theatre or concert venue with
stunning realism. And make your friends dangerously jealous. Put a check on your list and
audition the new Brighton series at your local dealer today!

25CC

460T

260T

250T

50B

40B

45RS

Toll Free Number: 1-800-567-3275 • Toll Free Fax Number: 1-866-450-5507
Head Office/Siège Sociale Montreal 21000 TransCanada, Baie D’Urfé, Québec H9X 4B7

www.sinclairaudio.com • www.eriksonconsumer.com

310S
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The Ultimate AV Receiver Shopping Guide
CHF Staff
An AV receiver is the brain and ar- movie soundtracks and music discs.
guably the most critical part of a We suggest listening to several remodern home theatre. This single ceivers from different manufactures
component takes care of ampliﬁ- because the sound characteristics
cation, audio/video switching, sur- between manufacturers are distinct.
round format processing and pro- What sounds great to you, may not
vides inputs for all audio and video be the preference for someone else.
sources. In addition to all of this, the When auditioning a receiver, listen
latest AV receivers offer automatic for accuracy (neutral tonal balance
speaker calibration, video process- that is smooth across all the freing, iPhone/iPod integration as well quencies), imaging (the ability to
as home network and Bluetooth create a 3-dimensional soundstage,
connectivity. Whether this is your with instruments and movie sound
ﬁrst AV receiver or you already own effects appropriately placed within
one and are looking to upgrade, the it), attention to detail (the ability to
following guide will assist you in reproduce subtle musical details) as
well as dynamics (the ability to remaking the right decision.
produce subtle dynamic contrasts).
Sound Quality: Above all, an AV A great receiver should be able to
receiver should be chosen for its make music listening emotional
sound quality and there is only one and place you right in the middle of
way to judge this - you have to lis- the action when watching movies.
Many low and mid priced receivten to it. It’s likely that you’ll be using the receiver for both watching ers fall short on the quality of their
movies and listening to music, so processor and preamp sections. If
make sure to evaluate it using both the receiver is connected in a show-
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room, turn the volume half way up
and balance all channels using the
test tones (just using your ears).
Then switch the receiver to a surround sound mode with no source
playing. Walk around the room and
listen for any noises coming from
each speaker. If you do hear noises,
the receiver likely has a noisy preamp section. In a midway position
between all speakers listen for excessive background noise as well.
Usually rear channels are most obvious. If you hear any hissing from
the speakers, chances are this will
annoy you in the long run while listening to surround sources.
The next thing to do is to make
sure that the ampliﬁer can deliver
clean power to the speakers. Play
a CD that has heavy bass. Listen
to the bass notes for strain or clarity, and impact or the lack of it. If
the notes seem to strain or lack impact, this indicates a weak power
supply. Next listen to the midrange

www.canadahi.com
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and high frequency notes. The midrange
should have a good balance throughout
the 200 Hz - 4 KHz bandwidth and should
be free from excessive boosting or attenuation in the frequency spectrum. The high
frequency (above 4 KHz) should sound
airy, natural and not overly bright. Receivers that sound bright may be tiring to the
ears and must be carefully paired up with
speakers that have a subtle nature in the
high frequency spectrum.
Power: Most people know that a receiver
with a higher power rating (watts per channel) can be turned up to be louder. However, what a lot of people don’t realize is
that increased ampliﬁer power produces
a much cleaner, more dynamic sound at
any volume. When comparing power ratings between receivers, it is important to
verify that they are measured uniformly.
For example, typical mass market receivers rate each amp at 0.7% THD at 1KHz
as opposed to a full bandwidth (20Hz to
20kHz) under acceptable THD audible
limits (<0.1%). This is why a $300 mass
market receiver appears to deliver as
much or more power than a receiver twice
the price. THD is the degradation of the
output signal; usually expressed as a percentage. The smaller the THD rating of a
receiver, the better quality sound it produces. Receivers with high THD ratings
produce sound that sounds distorted (regardless of the volume level). The amount
of power that you’ll need should be determined by the size of your room, speaker
impedance and speaker sensitivity. The
larger the room, the more powerful of a
receiver you will need to ﬁll it with clean
sound. Speakers with an impedance of 4
ohms (which are considered difﬁcult to
drive) require a lot of current, which most
entry-level receivers cannot deliver. To
power speakers with 4 ohm impedances,
you will have to turn to mid or higher-end
receivers. Finally, the less sensitive your
speakers are (measured in dB), the more
power you will need to drive them at a
given volume.
Surround Sound Decoding: If want to
experience the highest quality audio available today on Blu-ray discs, you’ll want
to make sure that the AV receiver can decode Dolby Digital Plus, Dolby TrueHD,
DTS-HD and DTS-HD Master Audio.

www.canadahi.com

The Dolby Digital TrueHD and DTS-HD more. You’ll need a 7.1-channel or better
Master Audio are both uncompressed AV receiver if you plan to use more than
formats which deliver sound bit-for-bit 5 speakers and a subwoofer in your home
the same as the studio master soundtrack. theatre, if you plan to run a multi-room
These uncompressed formats offer a sig- system or if you’d like to take advantage
niﬁcant improvement over the audio for- of formats such as Dolby Pro Logic IIz
mats found on standard DVDs and go a and Audyssey DSX.
long way to heightening the home theatre
experience. Aside from these audio for- Remote Controls: A universal remote,
mats, all modern receivers should be able supplied with most AV receivers, will let
to decode the various incarnations of older you take control of several components
Dolby Digital and DTS formats.
but the components have to be from the
same manufacturer. A programmable (or
THX certiﬁcation: THX is a home the- learning) remote will let you control just
atre component certiﬁcation program cre- about any component by any manufacturer.
ated to ensure the high quality audio and A higher-end remote with an LCD screen
video technology used in ﬁlms is more will tell you at a glance what component
accurately reproduced in a home theatre is on and what it’s doing. Remotes with
setup. THX certiﬁed components sound backlighting (for the buttons) are incredmore natural, produce a more distinct dia- ibly useful in the darkened home theatre
logue, less distortion and reproduce the setting.
lowest bass notes with more precision and
clarity. A THX logo on the front panel of Inputs: Make sure that the receiver has
the component indicates that the compo- enough HDMI (and legacy) inputs and outnent is THX certiﬁed. Five different THX puts to connect all of your existing compocertiﬁcations exist, indicating perfor- nents to it and provide a few additional inmance categories based on room size. The puts for future upgrades. Having all your
“THX Certiﬁed” logo is found on compo- components connected to the AV receiver
nents that are recommended for setups will allow for a quick, easy control of your
where the screen viewing distance is 6-8 entire home theatre. The latest AV receivfeet. “THX-Select” and “THX-Select2” ers offer HDMI 1.4 or better connectivity,
are recommended for viewing distances which will allow you to connect a Blu-ray
of 10-12 feet, and “THX Ultra” and “THX 3D player (older HDMI versions will not).
Ultra2” are intended for viewing distances HDMI is the latest connection that carries
of greater than 12 feet.
both audio and video signals in a single
cable and majorly simpliﬁes how a home
Dolby Pro Logic IIz and Audyssey DSX theatre is connected. All up-converting
Decoding: Many 7.1-channel or better AV DVD and Blu-ray players have to be conreceivers now offer to decode these new nected using an HDMI cable for the upaudio formats. Dolby Pro Logic IIz can conversion to work. Today, several verexpand a 5.1 system to 7.1 channels by de- sions of the HDMI connection exist – so if
riving two additional front height channels. you want to future-proof your investment,
Audyssey DSX, which provides additional make sure that the AV receiver offers the
expanded front width and/or height chan- latest version.
nels, can expand a home theatre system to
In order to enjoy high resolution audio
include up to 9.1 channels of sound. Nei- from DVD-Audio and SACDs, the rether of these formats however provides ceiver must have multi-channel analogue
discrete audio information to any of these inputs or HDMI version 1.2 or better inadditional channels since movies don’t puts. Some Blu-ray players also require
come encoded with these extra channels analogue inputs to send high resolution
– these additional front/height channels audio to the receiver. If you plan to conare derived from the existing 5.1 or 7.1- nect a turntable in your setup, look for a
channel soundtracks.
receiver that has a Phono input. Otherwise, you will need to purchase a separate
Number of Channels: Entry-level AV re- phono stage. Of course, outside of these
ceivers offer 5(.1) channels of ampliﬁca- connections the receiver should also offer
tion but most models now offer 7(.1) or a healthy number of composite, S-video
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and component inputs and outputs from sound compression.
recting a wider number of acoustito ensure compatibility with older
cal room issues, such as subwoofer
components. Finally, if you plan to Ethernet, WiFi and Bluetooth (standing wave) challenges. A great
listen to XM or Sirius satellite ra- Connections: Mid to higher-end resource to learn more about autodio, make sure that the receiver is AV receivers now come equipped matic calibration is the Audyssey
compatible with these services, to with an Ethernet connection which website (www.audyssey.com) - a
simplify their operation.
allows for streaming of Internet ra- company that designs some of the
dio stations, digital media from a most well known calibration sysOutputs: Most AV receivers offer home network (music, video and tems.
one HDMI output and one compo- pictures), and access to subscripnent video output, which are sufﬁ- tion online music services such as Video Switching and Up-Convercient for most users. However it is Rhapsody. Higher-end AV receiver sion: All AV receivers perform vidnot uncommon for those with dedi- models offer even a WiFi (wire- eo switching. For example, a typicated home theatre rooms to have less) connection to a home network cal receiver will send all connected
both a TV and a projector in the (some have this functionality built- composite, S-video and component
same room. Realizing this, many in, other require a separately sold sources to its HDMI output. This
higher-end AV receivers now offer adapter).
way, only a single HDMI cable has
dual HDMI or component video
Bluetooth connectivity has also to be run between the receiver and
outputs.
began appearing in some AV receiv- the display. Some receivers can also
ers (which usually requires a sepa- up-convert lower quality material
iPhone/iPod Connection and rately sold adapter). This feature to 480p, 720p or 1080i/p.
Control: If you own an iPhone allows wireless playback from Bluor iPod that’s loaded with music, etooth devices such as the iPhone/ Multi-Zone/Multi-Room: Many
you’ll want to make sure that the iPod, Android phones, Blackberry receivers offer more channels that
AV receiver offers a direct connec- phones, as well as Bluetooth en- most of us connect in a single room
tion that’s compatible with your abled computers.
and allow you to connect a second
model/version of the device. An
(or third) set of speakers in another
iPhone/iPod connection is offered Automatic Speaker Calibration: room or in your backyard, allowby a means of a dedicated cable or a This is a must-have feature that as- ing you to listen to a second source
docking station (sometimes includ- sists with the ﬁrst-time setup of the simultaneously. Some models can
ed with the AV receiver, but most AV receiver. Automatic calibration even deliver video to a second zone.
often sold separately). In most corrects sound distortion caused by It is common for most mid-range
cases AV receivers with a dedicated room acoustics, which every room and high-end models to come supiPhone/iPod connection will allow suffers from, and has the potential plied with a smaller second zone
you to use the receiver’s remote to to substantially improve the sound remote, in addition to the main reselect songs, fast forward, rewind in your room. This feature goes by mote. If you won’t be connecting
and control the volume. Some re- various names depending on the speakers in any additional zones,
ceivers will even display song in- manufacturer and can be found in some receivers will allow you to
formation and album art on the TV most mid to high-end receivers. use the additional channels to biscreen.
Automatic calibration uses a micro- amp your front speakers for imSome manufacturers are begin- phone (usually supplied) to analyze proved front channel performance.
ning to offer a downloadable app the acoustical output at one or more Otherwise, the additional ampliﬁer
from the Apple store for the iPhone positions in the listening area. The channels can be used for Dolby Pro
and iPod touch which turns the de- receiver sends test signals to each Logic IIz or Audyssey DSX (if the
vice into a full function remote con- speaker in turn, then uses the sig- receiver can decode these and you
trol. It is likely that all AV receiver nal from the microphone to adjust have these additional speakers set
manufacturers will follow suit very channel level, distance and time up).
shortly.
delay settings for each speaker. The
Some AV receivers come with a more positions the system takes If you would like to explore some
sound enhancing feature for com- measurements at, the better results of the above points in more detail or
pressed digital music - which is it can generally produce. For ex- to learn how to set up and connect
great to have if you plan to connect ample, a system that measures three your AV receiver and speakers coryour computer, an iPhone/iPod or positions, will improve the sound rectly, please check out the “Feaan MP3 player to the receiver. These quality at three positions.
tures” section on
features use various algorithms that
Higher-end receivers offer more www.canadahiﬁ.com.
generally restore sound pressure advanced calibration systems that
and smooth jagged artifacts left are capable of detecting and cor-
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Holiday Gift Guide From the Editors!
Suave Kajko’s Gift Ideas

Neil Underwood’s Gift Ideas

Star Trek TNG Plate Covers, $13-18 US

Disney World of Wonder Blu-ray Disc, $35-$40 US

Outﬁtting a home theatre light dimmer with one of these
covers will make you feel like you’re energizing the transporter aboard the U.S.S. Enterprise rather than just working the lights. Star Trek
fans and those with a good
imagination will beneﬁt
the most. For a complete
starship experience, please
make sure to install the covers around all power outlets.
www.thinkgeek.com

Video and audio calibration can be a daunting task because
many of the discs on the market are confusing and difﬁcult
to use. Disney’s WOW disc helps to simplify the process
with this HD calibration disc with the help of Goofy (yes,
that Goofy) who will guide everyone from the novice to the
expert in optimizing their video display
and audio set-up. Available as a single
or two disc set, the two disc set includes
“Visions: Inspired by Nature”, a breathtaking HD view of nature with a surround soundtrack. www.disneydvd.com

Spears & Munsil High Deﬁnition
Benchmark Blu-ray, $25 US

Apocalypse Now Blu-ray Full Disclosure Edition, $50

Yes, this is the second year in a row
that this calibration disc has made
my list and for two very good reasons. The picture of most TVs outof-the-box still sucks and this is still
the best calibration disc that we’ve
come across. And now it comes
supplied with a blue calibration ﬁlter. In just a few minutes this disc can substantially improve
the picture quality of any TV. www.spearsandmunsil.com

Francis Ford Coppola’s 1979 masterpiece has ﬁnally made
it to Blu-ray, offering home viewers the ﬁrst opportunity
to view both versions of the original Apocalypse Now and
Apocalypse Now Redux in their original
aspect ratio of 2.35:1 and in 1080p. The
box set also includes an HD version of
Hearts of Darkness, a making-of documentary that provides a fascinating behind the
scenes view of the trials and tribulations of
the movie production. www.lionsgate.com

Rocket Long Drink, Long Play Vinyl Coasters, $36 US

Apple TV, $119

Here’s a neat idea that’ll put a smile on any music fan’s
face. These colourful vinyl-shaped coasters are made out
of durable Plexiglas
and promise to protect
all surfaces from glass
rings. Pair these coasters with a gift from the
LCBO for maximum enjoyment. Comes as a set
of four.
www.rocketdesign.it it

The new, redesigned Apple TV allows you to
wirelessly stream movies, music and photos to
your HDTV from your computer. It also lets you
browse and rent thousands of Netﬂix movies and
stream them directly to your HDTV at the 720p
resolution. But it doesn’t stop there: you can also
play YouTube videos, watch HD podcasts, listen to internet radio and
even access Flickr photos
and MobileMe galleries.
www.apple.ca
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Neil Underwood’s Gift Ideas

Gran Turismo 5 Collector’s Edition for the PS3, $99

Cardas Audio Clear USB Cable, $140 (1m) and up

If you have someone on your list whose favourite TV character is The Stig and their idea of a “Sunday drive” consists
of a 400 horsepower engine, a stopwatch and a winding
country road this is an absolute must-give item. Gran Turismo 5 is the ultimate car racing game which can now be
played in 3D! This collector’s
edition comes with a 1:43 scale
diecast Nissan GT-R Spec V
model, a 300-page car-lover’s
guide and a key chain among
others. www.gran-turismo.com

Cardas Audio has long been a very well respected cable
brand by most industry insiders and audiophiles alike.
Cardas actually draws its own wire so it can control the
design and metallurgic manufacturing process from beginning to end. The Clear cable line represents the pinnacle
of the company’s design and so
at this price the Clear USB cable
can easily be considered a bargain.
Finally you’ll be able to listen to
music ﬁles at their optimum performance! www.cardas.com

Magic Wand Programmable Remote, $89 US

Musical Surroundings Fosgometer, $250 US (approx.)

Ever wonder what it would be like to be
a wizard? This Magic Wand won’t make
your irritating in-law go “poof” but it
will give you a little taste of wizardry. It
can learn 13 commands from your existing remotes and map them to enchanting magic wand motions. For example
you’ll be able to twist the wand to adjust the volume or ﬂick it side to side to
change channels. www.thinkgeek.com

Turntable enthusiasts with a tonearm that is a unipivot have
the dilemma of trying to manually adjust the azimuth which
sets the cartridge’s perpendicular relationship to the LP and
the proper L/R signal in the grooves. These adjustments
are in the 1000s of an inch so it is high time
that we have a device such as the Fosgometer! Used in conjunction with an included
test LP, the device will accurately establish
channel balance, separation and signal direction. www.musicalsurroundings.com

Xbox 360 Kinect, $149

Wadia 170iTransport iPod/iPhone Dock, $449

Playing video games with a handheld controller is soooo
1990s. The Xbox 360 Kinect add-on allows the player to
control games with body gestures and the sound of their
voice. To kick a soccer ball, simply kick. To drive a car,
turn an imaginary
steering wheel in front
of you. The possibilities are endless. The
games range from
sports to adventure to
racing. www.xbox.ca

The 170iTransport is an audiophile-grade iPod docking
solution since it accesses the pure digital stream from the
iPod/iPhone and outputs it to an outboard DAC of your
choice, although you can also use its analog outputs (which
use Wadia’s own internal DAC). Hear your WAV and Apple Lossless ﬁles at their
best! Component video
output provides DVD
quality video. Works with
all current iPods/iPhones
and most legacy models.
www.wadia.com
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NEW! MRX A/V RECEIVERS WITH ANTHEM ROOM CORRECTION

TURN YOUR LISTENING PLACE
INTO ‘LIVE’ CONCERT SPACE

+
ANTHEM ROOM CORRECTION

MRX 700 A/V RECEIVER

=
YOUR ROOM

Room boundaries, room dimensions, overstuffed/understuffed rooms, don’t let
those things negatively affect your sound quality. In a process that takes less than
five minutes, the award-winning ARC rehabs your room!
✓ 7 channels of power — more continuous power than anything else in their
price range. MRX 500: 100 watts per channel. MRX 700: 120 watts per channel;
#1

A/V

Electronics

Brand

O v e r a l l*

✓ Yes, you can play music from your flash drive or USB hard disk drive;
✓ Yes, you can listen to Internet radio; HD radio too on the MRX 700;
✓ Yes, you can use it with your iPod or iPhone — there’s an optional MDX 1 dock;
✓ Yes, it's intuitive with user-friendly menus;
✓ Yes, ARC is included with every MRX.

* Inside Track Dealer Survey. An annual independent nationwide survey of
consumer electronics specialist retailers and custom installers.

Full details at www.anthemAV.com.

Copyright © Paradigm Electronics Inc.

+

HOME
THEATER
BLISS
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TV Mount (various manufacturers), $39 an up

Logitech Squeezebox Touch, $299 US

I suspect that some 20 percent of people who purchase a ﬂat
panel TV plan to install it neatly on the wall but somehow
never get around to actually doing it. Buy a TV mount for
that special someone offer them your help to install it (anyone semi-handy can do this).
Various TV mounts are available ranging from the simple
non-adjustable model to a full
motion model – just make sure
to buy one that can handle the
size and weight of the TV.

The new Squeezebox Touch will allow that special someone to stream music ﬁles from a home network (wired or
wireless) and is a pleasure to use thanks to its 4.3-inch
colour touchscreen. This device is very versatile allowing
playback of MP3, FLAC, WMA, WMA Lossless, AAC,
Apple Lossless, WAV,
and AIFF plus access
to Rhapsody and Pandora services and internet radio stations.
www.logitech.com

Panasonic DMP-BDT100 3D Blu-ray player, $299

Alpha Design Labs (ADL) GT40 USB DAC, $495

Every one of us has a family member or a friend who owns
a large ﬂat panel TV and watches low resolution programming. Help the poor soul and bring them up to speed this
holiday season with a Blu-ray player! The DMP-BDT100
offers all the latest audio decoders, BD-Live, BonusView,
great video up-conversion and processing and even Blu-ray
3D playback. www.panasonic.ca

The ﬁrst component from Furutech’s new ADL division packs
amazing features into a compact box, all at an amazing value.
The 24-bit/96 kHz GT40 offers a USB input for those with
extensive music collections on their computer. It has a builtin MM/MC phono stage which can be used to record vinyl to
a computer, in conjunction with
the USB input. And to top it all
off, there is also a high quality on-board headphone amp.
‘nuff said! www.furutech.com

Pioneer iPod System XW-NAC1-K, $299

Denon AVR-1911 AV Receiver, $729

In addition to offering very good sound quality, this iPod
system is packed with some awesome features such as a
dual iPod/iPhone dock and built-in Bluetooth. The dual
dock allows you to shufﬂe music between two devices,
and the built-in Bluetooth allows playback from Bluetooth
devices like iPhone/iPod,
Android phones, Blackberry
phones, as well as Bluetooth
enabled computers.
www.pioneerelectronics.ca

This holiday season 3D video will be all the rage and the
AVR-1911 is equipped to handle it and much more. If offers 90 watts X 7 channels, decoding of all the latest audio
formats found on Blu-ray, 4 HDMI 1.4a inputs, Audyssey
MultEQ room correction and HDMI up-sampling for legacy analog video sources. All these features at this price
– can you smell a bargain? www.denon.ca
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N E W F R O M PA R A D I G M , T H E # 1 S P E A K E R B R A N D *

A speaker system designed to produce

multiple OH’s!

OH!

Honey! You gotta admit, it’s gorgeous.
And it’s the perfect size.

OH,YEAH!

And it’s rock solid!
Built to perform. And to last!
Definitely built to last.

OH! WOW
It can’t be all about looks though … it’s gotta deliver.
And trust me, this baby delivers. It sounds amazing.
Bet you’ve never experienced anything like it!

OMG!

Wireless
Option

Just when I thought it couldn’t get any better or deeper
… there’s a sub to match: MilleniaSub. More positioning

Copyright © Paradigm Electronics Inc.

flexibility than a swami teaching yoga in an ashram! Two
woofers, back-to-back! 900 W Peak power! (Sold sep.)

System: Black or White gloss finish | Sub: Black or White satin finish. Full details at www.paradigm.com
* Inside Track Dealer Survey. An annual independent nationwide survey of consumer electronics specialist retailers and custom installers.
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Paradigm Reference MilleniaOne Speakers, $1349

Cambridge Audio NP30 Network Music Player, $649

TThe MilleniaOne speakers may be small but their sound
performance makes them worthy of the Paradigm Reference badge. Designed for music and home theatre applications, these speakers are on a mission to rid the world of
the bad sound offered by most small
speaker packages.
A matching subwoofer is available
for $1499.
www.paradigm.ca

The NP30 aims to please the digital music generation by
offering premium quality 24-bit playback of music stored
on computers and home networks anywhere in the home
through a hiﬁ or HT system. It can also access internet radio
stations and a wide range of streaming music services. The
NP30 has both wired and wireless connections and supports
all UPnP devices. www.cambridgeaudio.com

Totem Arro Speakers, $1299

Clearaudio Concept Turntable, $1595

Totem speakers have long been known
for their natural, engaging sound and
elegant looks and this Arro ﬂoorstander is no exception. The Arro’s slim design and numerous ﬁnish choices (veneer, satin or designer colours) make it
easy to place in just about any room.
Highly recommended for anyone that
enjoys high quality music.
www.totemacoustic.com

The turntable never disappeared (it was just hiding) and
is now enjoying an unprecedented resurgence. The beltdrive Concept is fully set up from the factory and offers a
few unique features not normally found at this price point
such as an innovative tonearm with a friction free magnetic
bearing and a chassis that’s
wrapped in thick aluminium.
This baby plays everything:
33-1/3, 45 and 78 RPM
disks! www.clearaudio.de

Samsung PN50C490 3D Plasma TV, $1599

Naim UnitiQute All-in-one Player, $2500

Blurring the lines between watching a movie and experiencing it, a 3D TV is deﬁnitely the ultimate gift this holiday
season. Samsung offers the most diverse line-up of 3D TVs,
including this affordable 50-inch
model which promises amazing
2D and 3D performance. Finally movie theatre 3D quality
is available from the comfort of
your couch. www.samsung.ca.
Happy Holidays, Joyeux Noël!
– Suave-

The UnitiQute is a compact, high-end component which offers playback of many sources: FM & Internet radio, MP3
/ iPod (authenticated digital iPod connection), streamed audio and USB devices. It can also wirelessly stream music
stored on UPnP networked devices, including high-res 24bit / 96kHz WAV or FLAC ﬁles. A
built-in amp/preamp and an onboard
24-bit/192kHz capable DAC top it
all off. This is a wonderful high-end
solution for the digital world. www.
naimaudio.com. Have a safe and
happy Xmas – Neil -
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Suggested iPod and iPhone Docks and Speakers
Giovanni Militano
Chances are you already own a portable
media player and are using it with headphones and in the vehicle. So why not in
your home? I’m always amazed at how
many people will religiously use their
iPod in the car and through headphones
but rarely in their homes. With the availability of digital music and the enormous
storage capacity of these tiny music players, an iPod or an iPhone can serve as the
integral part of a full media station that
can be enjoyed at home and on the road.
This can be accomplished in a number
of ways with the wide selection of iPod
speaker systems or iPod docking stations
that are available today. To make your life
a bit easier we have pulled together a list
with some of the more interesting and better sounding speakers and docks available
today for use with your iPod and iPhone
devices.

iLuv iMM190 App Station iPod Speaker Dock
The iLuv iMM190 App Station is a new
type of dock for the iPhone/iPod that uses
the mobile device as an integral part of
the speaker dock. Along with the “iLuv
App Clock” the speaker dock can be
transformed into an alarm clock using
the player as a large customizable digital display which also shows the current
weather conditions. The iPhone/iPod can
be docked in a vertical or horizontal position for watching videos, running apps or
playing games. Another device can also
be connected to the speaker dock through
a line-level 3.5 mm jack. The multimedia
speaker dock enhances the audio experi-
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ence while listening to music, watching
movies, or when using VoIP. The dock
can be powered from six “AA” batteries
or through the supplied AC adapter.
MSRP: $90 (approx). www.i-luv.com

playback and playlist access. There is a
free Music Mix app that can be used to
shufﬂes songs from both docked players.
Also included is the free Altec Lansing
Alarm Rock app, which turns the Octiv
Duo into a fully functioning alarm clock.
MSRP: $99 US. www.alteclansing.com
Pioneer XW-NAC3-K Double Dock for
iPod & iPhone

Released this past summer, the Pioneer
XW-NAC3-K packs in just about everything a gadget junkie could be looking for
in an iPod/iPhone dock and then some.
The XW-NAC3-K features a double dock
which allows for playback and shufﬂing
of audio from two Apple devices, at the
same time charging both devices. A minijack auxiliary input is provided for other
portable players as well. The dock has
Altec Lansing Octiv Duo - M202 iPod/ a built-in Bluetooth feature for wireless
iPhone Speaker Dock
playback from A2DP proﬁle Bluetooth
PCs and cell phones (such as the BlackLong time audio manufacturer Altec Lan- berry and Andriod phones). When consing has introduced a new inexpensive nected to a home network via its Ethernet
dual docking and charging speaker system, port, the XW-NAC3-K will provide access
the Octiv Duo – M202. The Octiv Duo to thousands of Internet radio stations and
is made for use
with the iPhone/
iPod and is ideal
for households
with multiple
portable media
devices.
The
Octiv Duo provides a way to
play and charge
two Apple devices simultaneously. A third
device can also
be
charged
through the builtin USB port. The low proﬁle compact allow for music playback from a DLNA
wedge design of the Octiv Duo makes this media server, personal computer or other
an ideal speaker dock where space is at a networked devices. The dock also inpremium such as in corners or on a night cludes a composite video output for playtable. A set of line level RCA inputs allow ing back content from your iPod or iPhone
additional playback devices to be connect- on your TV. A remote control rounds off
ed to the speaker dock. The dock includes this feature-packed dock. MSRP: $449.
a full-featured remote which allows easy www.pioneerelectronics.ca
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ipod/iphonedocksandspeakers
sic from cube to cube or stream music
from one iPod/iPhone to up to 8 cubes.
Video playback is possible from compatible iPods/iPhones through the composite or component video outputs. The
rCube comes complete with a full remote control. The rCube designers have
squeezed years of audio design experience into a small, stylish and powerful
dock. The result is a sleek, convenient
and portable speaker dock with impressive audio performance. MSRP: $849.
www.arcam.co.uk
Eton Soulra Solar-Powered iPod
Speaker Dock
ARCAM rCube Portable iPod Speaker
System

Everyone likes to have fun in the sun and
what better way to enjoy the sunny outArcam’s ﬁrst premium iPod/iPhone system doors than with your music collection.
With the Sony AIRSW10TI you can en- is called the rCube. The rCube is a high The Eton Soulra is the ﬁrst solar-powered
hance listening to music on your iPod or ﬁdelity audio system that combines ﬂex- iPod/iPhone speaker dock available on the
iPhone by adding that deep resonant bass ibility, portability and compatibility with market to our knowledge. The Soulra is
that is often lacking from other small the very latest Apple devices all in a beau- built for life in the outdoors with a rugspeaker docks. The wireless subwoofer tiful package about the size of a football. ged/rubberized case, aluminum body and
provides an easy way to add bass to your When not plugged into the wall outlet, the IPX-4 Splash proof rating. There is also
music without the hassle of unsightly portable rCube is powered from a set of an audio line input so other devices can be
wires. You can also extend playback to rechargeable Lithium-ion batteries so you used with the speaker dock. The internal
multiple rooms in your home by adding can take it anywhere you go. Playback Lithium-Ion battery offers about 4 hours
up to eight S-AIR enabled speakers. The time is noted as up to four hours at “party of playback. There is a battery charge
dock is able to transmit separate signals volume” with up to eight hours possible indicator and the batteries can be charged
to each optional S-AIR premium speaker, at more modest listening levels. Thanks via the supplied AC charger in about 4
allowing iPod playback in one room and to the built-in KLEER technology direct hours or through the solar cells in about
FM radio playback through the built-in music streaming system, the rCube can 10 hours. MSRP: $199.
tuner in another room. Both the speaker playback audio wirelessly from the iPod/ www.etonsoulra.com
dock and subwoofer feature an LCD dis- iPhone when used with the rWand dongle
play for communicating unit functions and (sold separately for $99) and stream audio Logitech Rechargeable Speaker S715i
displaying playback status. The remote from any PC or Mac computer wirelessly
control allows full operation of the iPod when used with the rWave USB dongle The S715i is the new and inexpensive
or iPhone from across the room. MSRP: (also sold separately for $99). Those who portable iPhone and iPod speaker sysown multiple rCubes can also stream mu- tem from Logitech. This small portable
$399. www.sonytyle.ca
speaker system is jam packed with a total
of eight drivers - two 3-inch neodymium
drivers for the mid range, two 1/2-inch
neodymium tweeters for the high notes,
and four 2-inch passive radiators for the
bass. This all adds up to big sound in a
relatively compact and convenient package. The portable speaker dock can be
powered from the included AC power
adapter or through the built-in nickelmetal hydride rechargeable battery pack.
Battery operation offers around 8 hours
of playback at modest volume levels. The
S715i system includes a standard 3.5 mm
stereo which will allow playback from
any portable music player or a computer.
Sony AIRSW10TI Dock for iPod +
Wireless Subwoofer
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control allows full operation
of all iPod functions. MSRP:
$179. www.teac.com
Fatman iTube ValveDock
MKII

ﬂexibility, attractive design and modest
price make the ValveDock MKII an ideal
choice for a small HiFi system. MSRP:
$449 (without speakers) and $599 (with
speakers). www.fat-man.co.uk
Wadia Digital 171iTransport

There is a remote control that allows the
basic playback controls. A nice travel bag
is also included with the system. MSRP:
$169. www.logitech.com

TEAC SR-100i CD/FM Radio with
iPod Dock
The SR-100i may borrow the styling cues
from the distinct Bowers & Wilkins Zeppelin iPod speaker and it looks nothing
short of gorgeous. It provides a wide
variety of playback options including a
retractable iPod/iPhone dock (which also
charges the device), a slot-it CD player
which supports CD,
CD-R/RW, MP3 and
WMA discs and FM
radio.
Other playback options include
an auxiliary RCA input and mp3 playback
support through the
USB port. The bassreﬂex speakers are
two-way consisting
of a 1.25-inch tweeter
and 3.5-inch midwoofer. The remote
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The ValveDock MKII features an iPod/iPhone dock
(compatible with all iPods
except the iPod Shufﬂe) and a
separate hybrid tube ampliﬁer. The hybrid ampliﬁer uses
a tube input stage and a solid
state output stage which can deliver 25W
per channel into 4 ohm speakers. The vacuum tube processing provides warm and
rich audio characteristics that are often
missing from other
iPod docking stations. For increased
ﬂexibility the vacuum tube ampliﬁer
can interface with
other audio devices
through dual RCA
inputs and theUSB
interface provides

For the HiFi enthusiast looking to take
their iPod/iPhone/iTouch to the next level,
the new Wadia Digital 171iTransport can
help. The 171iTransport offers pure, bitperfect digital output, allowing these mobile media devices to be transformed into
a high-end media server. The transport
bypasses the internal DAC of the mobile
device allowing the use of an external,
higher quality DAC. The new 171iTransport builds on the success of its previous
model adding iPhone compatibility and
improved performance thanks to many
power supply component upgrades and
audiophile grade connectors to interface
with a DAC, A/V receiver or other audio
components with a DAC. High-resolution
video signals can be passed from the player through the component video connection. A feature-rich remote control allows
convenient navigation through albums

the ability to play
digital audio ﬁles
through the ampliﬁer directly from
your
computer.
The full-function
remote control allows complete control over all iPod/
iPhone
functionality. The warm
audio reproduction,

and playlists. The highend transport is housed
in a cast aluminum chassis that includes vibration
absorbing and isolation
cones. The 171iTransport
is the perfect marriage between digital convenience
and performance. MSRP:
$599 (approx).
www.wadia.com
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productreview
Naim Audio UnitiQute All-in-one Player
and UnitiServe Hard Disk Player / Server
Phil Gold
Digital convergence is really hitting its
stride. This year I’ve come to know three
products that bring it all together in exemplary fashion. First is the iPhone 4,
which marries phone, email, GPS, internet, games and a whole lot more into a
slender elegant package that’s a delight to
use. Second, is the Sync package on my
new Ford Fusion. Sync combines AM/
FM radio with Satellite radio, throws in
a 6 CD changer and a USB input for my
iPod, then rounds out the package with
Bluetooth connectivity for an iPhone or
other Bluetooth enabled devices. It’s truly
overwhelming how many listening options I now have. The third device is the
UnitiQute with its partner the UnitiServe,
from prestigious British high-end audio
manufacturer Naim Audio, which is a bit
like having the Sync package without the
car.
Naim’s beautifully styled UnitiQute features FM and DAB radio (not available in
Canada), four hi-rez digital inputs, a USB
input, as well as wired and wireless network connections. Throw in a pair of old
fashioned analog inputs front (mini-jack)
and back (RCA) and pack a sturdy ampliﬁer into its modest frame and a remote
control to control all these options and
you’ve got the lot. Well almost. There is
no phono input, and you wouldn’t expect
one would you? But there’s a more glaring
omission too – there’s no CD drive. That
is deliberate. Naim could have put one in,
like they did in the big brother NaimUniti,
but they chose not to, to keep the size and
cost down. Besides, they would much
rather you dispensed with the little silver
discs altogether. To that end Naim offers
a matching music server, the UnitiServe,
which includes a CD drive for ripping
your collection onto its capacious (1 Terabyte) memory. If hard discs are old hat in
your next-gen household, Naim offers a
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solid state version, the UnitiServe-SSD
at a slightly higher price. The UnitiServe
I was supplied with came preloaded
with hundreds of CDs, which made my
time with the two components all the

more interesting. Ripping was simplicity
itself. You put the CD in the slot and it
pops out a few minutes later all done, appearing under the list of “recently added
CDs”. UnitiServe automatically gathers
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MARCH 31* – APRIL 1, 2, 3, 2011
HILTON BONAVENTURE HOTEL
*TRADE ONLY DAY

GET CONNECTED
& DISCOVER THE FINEST…
EXHIBITORS & BRANDS
SOUND SYSTEMS
TRAININGS & CONFERENCES
LIVE CONCERTS

EXHIBITION SITE
Hilton Bonaventure Hotel
900, de La Gauchetière West
Montreal (QC) H5A 1E4

ADMISSION
Regular $15
Students $10
Seniors
$10
SCHEDULE
Thursday 11
Friday
11
Saturday 10
Sunday
10

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

-

6
9
6
5

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

INFORMATION
(450) 441-5989
info@salonsonimage.com
www.salonsonimage.com

productreview
artwork and other information about the outgrow the internal 30 wpc amp, and the known for demanding a fair chunk of curCD from the internet.
UnitiServe can expand beyond its 1500 rent, the Wilson Benesch Act 1. Surely
You can control the UnitiServe from CD internal capacity by accessing other this would leave the little UnitiQute gaspthe remote control of the UnitiQute but inexpensive network storage. Further, ing. Wrong again. Test passed with ﬂying
that’s just one of the many options. You both can readily accept updated ﬁrmware colours. The sound was bigger and more
can plug a keyboard and monitor into the to expand their current capabilities.
open than through the smaller speakers,
UnitiServe and run it from the built in softThe UnitiQute has a well speciﬁed linear better ﬁtting the big orchestral works and
ware, or you can type in the UnitiServe’s power supply and borrows its analog sec- even more vibrant and musical in chamber
address into your browser and control it tion from the NAIT 5i, while the DAC is a music and jazz. It is only fair to say the
from your computer with the same inter- 192 kHz/24-bit Wolfson component. The Act 1s sound much better still with state
face. You can also install a control app on amp delivers 30 wpc into 8 ohms, and 45 of the art ampliﬁcation, but for an amp in
your iPhone or for greater ﬂexibility you wpc into 4 ohms.
this price range to do this well is imprescan install the Naim Desktop Client on
But all the ﬂexibility in the world matters sive indeed.
your PC. You get all the usual tools you’d little if the sound doesn’t measure up. So I
The UnitiQute did a ﬁne job with my
expect to organize, search and play your put the UnitiQute, fed by an analog signal iPod collection. I could conveniently
music and lots of ﬂexibility including the from the SACD Player, through its paces browse through the Music and Podcast
ability to use other storage devices besides feeding three sets of speakers in turn.
library and the sound quality held up very
the built-in hard drive and playback from
The Reference 3A MM de Capo i, a large well. I should add that you have to use the
a USB key plugged into the rear panel. efﬁcient standmounted speaker (reviewed remote control since there are no visible
Naim makes the UnitiServe storage ap- elsewhere in this issue) turned out to be an controls on the unit itself – just one, a
pear as a read-only drive in Windows, so excellent partner. Dynamics proved quite mute switch, concealed in the Naim logo.
you can setup your own backup schedule, strong for a 30 watt ampliﬁer, while reso- Fortunately Naim does supply a simple but
and you can play your music through oth- lution and tonality were both good enough elegant remote control with spectacularly
er media players such as Windows Media to provide many hours of musical enjoy- good ergonomics. Everything is where it
Player. Or you can use the UnitiServe’s S/ ment. The Naim can also boogie, a charac- should be and works the way you would
PDIF digital output to feed a DAC of your teristic shared with all Naim amps. Only in expect. If it doesn’t, Naim provides a lot
own choice.
the imaging department did the UnitiQute of conﬁguration options so you can make
With all this ﬂexibility, let me tell you betray its relatively modest price tag. it work the way you want. You can also
how I conﬁgured these components, start- Where my reference electronics throw
ing with the UnitiServe. It plugs into the a deep, wide solid image with pinpoint
mains via an external 12V DC power sup- location of individual voices, here the
ply, and into my wireless network router voices are harder to locate and the image
via the usual Ethernet cable. I placed it next size shrinks closer to the speakers. The
to my computer, a good distance from my UnitiQute lacks the iron grip in the bass
listening room where the UnitiQute took that some high-end solid state amps can
centre stage. I had two choices with the offer but at the other end of the spectrum,
UnitiQute. I could connect it wirelessly or the top octaves are noticeably open, well
via a very long Ethernet cable the family balanced and free of grain, a far more
could enjoy tripping over. Since I have a important factor.
decent 802.11N router, wireless worked
Switching to the smaller and less efﬂawlessly. Detecting no sonic difference ﬁcient Totem “The One” gives the Unibetween wired and wireless, I stuck to tiQute a bigger challenge, since the amp
wireless. I connected my bi-wired speak- is now working harder to produce realisers into the banana sockets on the back of tic volumes of sound. Even at 80 out of
the UnitiQute and fed in the analog out- 100 on the volume scale, the UnitiQute
put of my SACD Player. I also attached a sailed through this test. The Totems love
Technics FM Wing Antenna, and an iPod. power, so I was worried that the 30 watts
How much does all this cost? $2500 for on tap might be problematic but these
the UnitiQute and $3200 for the UnitiServe must be 30 really good watts since I was
(or $3500 for the UnitiServe-SSD). You able to power through big orchestral
might be interested in either device on works like the Brahms Symphonies with
its own or the matching pair. Either way, no signs of strain. The Totems sounded
each is a beautifully ﬁnished component, like much bigger speakers, although
stylish and offers leading edge in technol- lighter in texture than through more ironogy. I also enjoy the way you can expand ﬁsted amplifcation like the reference
upon either device. The UnitiQute can Bryston 4B SST².
feed an external power ampliﬁer if you
Then I hooked up a big ﬂoorstander
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download an iPod/iPhone app (for about would on a computer, except of course for
$40) to control the UnitiQute.
the sound – it’s hi-ﬁ, not computer audio.
When playing an iPod source, the energy
But wait, there’s still more. There’s the
level generated was palpable – this com- Universal Plug ‘n Play option (UPnP).
pact unit has cohones! There’s a very good First it found my large collection of music
reason for this. The UnitiQute is reading organized in my iTunes library – Podcasts
the digital output stream rather than the and all. Then there’s the potentially enoranalog stream read by almost every other mous library of music that the UnitiServe
available component, thereby bypassing can deliver. Being able to search by comthe inferior DACs built into current iPods, poser, performer or genre make a large
iPhone as and iPod Touch devices. It can collection so much more accessible, and
even read the Apple Lossless format for Naim builds on this with support for a
CD quality encoding, along with AAC, wide range of digital formats, including
MP3 and WAV formats. Kudos, Naim!
WAV, MP3, AAC and FLAC.
My one disappointment was FM radio,
We’ve checked out the speaker output,
where my indoor antenna, good enough but there are more output options. There’s
for some more sensitive tuners, proved in- a digital output, a preamp output to feed
adequate in feeding the Naim. Your mile- your existing system or a subwoofer, and
age may vary but I suggest a proper roof a built-in headphone output. This does
mounted antenna if FM is your thing. But not replace a dedicated headphone amp
don’t despair, because the UnitiQute more for driving high-end phones such as the
than makes up for this with splendid cov- Sennheiser HD800, which felt a bit undererage of Internet Radio, streaming over its powered here, but will do perfectly well
wireless (or wired) link. There is such an with more sensitive phones.
embarrassment of riches available on InI put the UnitiQute through its paces,
ternet Radio, and it’s so easy to ﬁnd your connected into a reference system through
own special poison, through categories a Parasound JC2 preamp. This is an imlike Jazz, Classical or Comedy that you portant test since this would be a great
can search through and bookmark.
upgrade path if the analog output is up to
You can also plug a ﬂash drive into the scratch. Would the imaging and resolution
front USB input socket and play music limitations disappear? I used the SACD
that way. It makes me wish I had the com- player input for this test. Ideally I would
plete Beatles Album set EMI recently re- have connected the analog output directly
leased in that format, but you can roll your to the Bryston power amp, but I wanted to
own as I did. Everything works just like it feed everything through the Parasound so
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I could control the volume of all inputs on
the same preamp remote control. I set the
volume on the UnitiQute to match levels
(86 worked for me) and left it there. So
this is a bit of an unfair test. I’m comparing
the balanced output of the SACD player
to the unbalanced output, passing through
the preampliﬁer and volume control section of the UnitiQute and an extra set of
unbalanced interconnects. And would you
believe it, it was very hard to tell the difference. This is an absolutely superb result
and proves to my satisfaction the internal
preamp performs very well and is fully capable of driving a much more expensive
power amp. Any criticism of sound quality I may have had relates primarily to the
UnitiQute’s power amp section which can
easily be bypassed.
If you want a multiroom system, all you
need is a single UnitiServe (capable of
feeding six independent streams at once)
and a UnitiQute and speakers in each
room, networking wirelessly. Simple, elegant and attractively priced.
Let me clearly state that these components put Naim into a class of its own in
compact high performance digital convergence. It’s not just the list of supported inputs and formats that impresses, nor even
the excellent sound quality. It’s the sheer
panache with which all this is carried off,
from the sturdy curved compact chassis to
the extraordinary range of conﬁguration
options and the ease with which you interact with all this sophistication. I once met
the late Julian Vereker, Naim’s founder at
their head ofﬁce in Salisbury England. He
would have been proud, astonished and
delighted at this turn of events.

quickinfo
Naim Audio
www.naimaudio.com
Distributed in Canada by Plurison
1-866-271-5689
www.plurison.com
Naim Audio UnitiQute
Price: $2500 CAD
Naim Audio UnitiServe
Price: $3200 CAD ($3500 for the
UnitiServe-SSD)
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productreview
Alpha Design Labs GT40 USB DAC
with Phono Stage (by Furutech)
Neil Underwood
It is an interesting time for audio enthusiasts, a time when old world vinyl maintains an ever evolving co-existence with
the new age hard drive-based audio world.
Today, a growing number of music lovers
own both a vinyl audio system and a computer that’s loaded with digital music. To
keep up with this trend, audio manufacturers are introducing increasingly innovative,
cost effective devices which cater to both
the analog and digital audio categories.
One such company is Furutech, a Japanese-based world-class manufacturer of
high-end audio cables, accessories and
system enhancers, which recently opened
a new division called Alpha Design Labs
(ADL) dedicated to designing affordable
audiophile products with the same quality that Furutech has long been known for.
The ﬁrst ADL product to hit the market
is the highly versatile GT40 USB DAC
(Digital to Analog Converter), priced at
$499, which has a built-in phono stage and
a headphone ampliﬁer – features not normally found in DACs. Sometimes great
things come in small packages. Could
this be one of those times? You’ll have
to read on.
The GT40 is a tiny but solid, audiophile
grade device built to Furutech’s outstanding standards, measuring 150 mm wide by
111 mm deep by 57 mm high. The rigid
chassis is carefully shielded and features
thick brushed aluminium plates in the
front and rear. The front panel sports a
power button, a machined volume control dial, a 1/4-inch headphone jack and a
source selection button which allows you
to switch between Phone/Line and USB.
The rear panel has a tiny sliding switch
which tells the GT40 what kind of signal
to expect – MM, MC or Line – through its
single gold-plated, Teﬂon-insulated analog
RCA input. Then there is the analog RCA
output, a USB 2.0 port, a phono grounding
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terminal and a 9V AC power supply input
(the device is powered by an external wall
wart power supply). The GT40 sits on
four rubber feet and weighs a paltry 785
grams. To top it all off, Furutech includes
its own 1.5 meter GT2 USB cable in the
box with the GT40.
Now let’s take a look at what the GT40
can do for you and what makes it distinct
from other DACs at this price point. At
its heart the GT40 is a top-notch USB
DAC. Those with music collections on
their computers or laptops can send a digital signal to the GT40’s USB input (via
a USB cable) and enjoy analog output at
data rates up to 24-bit/96 kHz. Furutech
utilizes a low latency USB 2.0 audio driver that will allow playback and recording
up to 24-bit/96 kHz. All USB connections
are self powered but in order to accommodate the higher data rates Furutech has utilized an outboard power supply to provide
enough power. The external power supply
also provides a noise free environment for
the built-in, sensitive phono stage.
But the GT40’s DAC functionality is
only the beginning. The GT40 also has a
high quality Analog to Digital Converter

(ADC) built-in which will accept analog
line (like a tuner) and phono signals. Yes,
it is a very pleasant surprise to see a phono
stage (switchable for moving magnet and
moving coil turntable cartridges) in a DAC
at this price point. What will this feature
allow you to do? You’ll be able to convert
and record analog line-level and phono
sources to digital and output the signal up
to 24-bit/96 kHz via the USB port. This
means that you can archive your valuable
LPs and other analog sources in the digital
domain and then play them back through
the GT40 when connected to a preamp or
integrated amp.
Still, it doesn’t stop there. The GT40
offers a built-in headphone ampliﬁer capable of driving most high performance
headphones.
So it’s easy to see that the GT40 has
a very well rounded feature list but how
does it all come together when listening to
and recording music?
My system for this review included a of
a pair of Elac Anniversary 208 ﬂoor standing speakers, Red Wine Audio Signature
70 mono blocks, a Modwright LS36.5 preamp, an Esoteric X-05 CD/SACD player,

37

productreview
a Goldring GR1.2 turntable (with an Elektra MM cartridge) and a Windows-based
Toshiba laptop. I connected the GT40’s
RCA output to the Modwright LS36.5 preamp.
I began by evaluating the GT40’s main
function, namely its USB DAC performance. Without an upgraded soundcard,
most computers leave much to be desired
from their audio playback. A typical
soundcard’s analog output sounds muddy
in the mids, crushes many musical details,
lacks any deﬁnition in the bass and has a
ﬁzzy treble. But it doesn’t have to be this
way my friend – a device like the GT40
by-passes the computer soundcard by
grabbing the digital signal from the computer’s USB connection and does a much
better job of converting it to analog before
it’s sent to the ampliﬁer.
Setting up the GT40 should be a snap
whether you have a Windows or Mac
based OS. I used the provided USB cable
to connect the GT40 to a USB port on the
Toshiba and the necessary drivers installed
themselves automatically on the laptop. I
conﬁrmed in the Windows control panel
that the volume output was set to 100 percent and that the audio output was set to
USB (as instructed by the manual), and I
was ready to roll. Playing digital music
ﬁles through the GT40 was like discovering the songs all over again. Suddenly the
midrange offered a substantially cleaner
presentation and was ﬁlled with details
that were previously completely obscured.
Much of the digital haze was lifted and
I instantly began enjoying a much expanded, better deﬁned soundstage. The
lower frequencies had good deﬁnition and
extended into much lower registers than
previously. The highs beneﬁted from a
cleaner, more natural presentation.
Completely satisﬁed with the USB DAC
performance, I decided to record a couple
of LPs through the GT40. I had an unopened vinyl copy of the Decca Albeniz:
Suite Espanola that I put on the Goldring
platter, which seemed ideal for digital archiving. When I initially connected the
GT40 to the laptop I was given the opportunity to choose the recording resolution from 16 and 24-bit and 32/44.1/48
and 96 kHz. I went ahead with 24-bit/96
kHz. While monitoring the recording via
the analog RCA outputs into the two channel system I was staggered by the dynam-
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ics on this virgin slab of vinyl and had a
great reference to gauge the quality of the
recording and playback via the laptop. I
played back the ﬁrst side from the newly
recorded digital ﬁles at 24-bit/96 kHz and
was instantly drawn into the music. Using
a laptop gave me the extra beneﬁt of operating the source “off the grid” (since I was
using the battery power) which contributed to the clean, effortless sound that I was
presented with. Despite the transcription
of the LP surface noise, the digital ﬁles
sounded cleaner than the original analog
playback. I recorded the same side at 16bit/44.1 kHz and the presentation was ﬂatter, lacking in relative dynamics, but still
offered a decent red book performance.
This is one killer sounding USB DAC that
will be right at home in modest or highend digital music playback systems.
Next, I proceed to evaluate the GT40’s
phono stage performance. Thanks to
the fact that I had several LPs and their
matching SACD versions, I was also able
to make some direct comparisons between
them. I set the GT40’s volume control at
about 2 o’clock on the dial which closely
matched the output level of my reference
Esoteric X-05 disc player. The GT40’s
phono stage offers a very clean sound,
without any hiss or hum, likely as a result of using an outboard power supply. I
started with Coldplay’s Viva la Vida LP, a
recent recording and pressing, and quite
frankly was stunned with the sound. I was
immediately presented with music that
had an expansive soundstage, decent spatiality and impressive dynamics. I then
pulled out an old 1980s LP soundtrack
to “Cat People” by Giorgio Moroder and
this disk had even more dynamics then
the Coldplay disk. This made me wonder what some classic 60s and 70s LP’s
would sound like. I popped The Rolling
Stones “Out Of Our Heads” Decca French
mono pressing LP onto the platter and despite the snap, crackle and pop of an older,
well-played disc I was drawn into the
music, tapping my feet and singing along.
It’s amazing how the brain tunes out the
extraneous noise and focuses on the music. Next I played a very clean copy of
Elton John’s “Tumbleweed Connection”
LP of which I also have the SACD version. Again I was extremely impressed
with the overall musicality of the GT40’s
phono stage and the analog output stage.

This is a country-tinged homage to Elton’s
favourite performers at the time, like The
Band, so there is lots of virtuoso interplay
between the musicians. I cued up the
SACD and switched back and forth comparing the vinyl presentation to the high
rez SACD version. I was initially drawn
to the apparent richness of the mid range
of the LP, which I concluded was due to
the more forward presentation of the mid
frequencies from the vinyl. The SACD
offered more air around the instruments
and a more deﬁned and extended bottom
end. But the LP was competitive as far
as dynamics, decay and overall musicality
went. The GT40’s phono stage more than
held it’s own against an extremely well regarded digital source, the Esoteric X-05.
For the ﬁnal part of this review, I reached
for a pair of open-back Grado SR125
headphones which I plugged into the
headphone jack in the front of the GT40.
I evaluated the headphone amp section by
listening to various selections on vinyl and
high rez digital ﬁles from my PC. After
an extended listening session, I concluded
that the headphone amp in the GT40 offers lots of headroom, a satisfying bass
response and a well deﬁned soundstage.
The performance was extremely clean and
musical via the Grado headphones, earning the GT40 a top spot in my books.
The Alpha Design Labs GT40 USB
DAC with Phono Stage (by Furutech) is
a masterful little device with a long list
of features and strengths - all at a price
of just $495. Given its build quality and
performance, this is one of the best bargains I’ve come across in a long time in
the audio world.

quickinfo
Furutech
www.furutech.com
Distributed in Canada by
AuDIYo Inc.
www.audiyo.com
416-704-0105
Alpha Design Labs GT40 USB
DAC with Phono Stage
(by Furutech)
Price: $495 CAD
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Reference 3A MM de Capo i Speakers
Phil Gold
Now here’s a speaker whose origins date
back to the 1980s but which beneﬁts from
dozens of design improvements over the
years to keep it at the leading edge of
bookshelf designs. That type of longevity
is given to very few audio components so
there must be something special going on
here, right? French designer Daniel Dehay
built the original model on these simple
design precepts: custom designed wide
bandwidth drivers, a direct connection
between the bass/midrange driver and the
ampliﬁer, time alignment of the drivers
and phase coherence throughout the frequency range.
Time alignment is achieved by a backward slanting front bafﬂe, giving this

www.canadahi.com

speaker and also the bigger Veena, Episode and Grand Veena speakers a distinctive proﬁle, now widely copied in the
industry (but you heard it here ﬁrst). A
moving coil speaker with a directly driven
bass/midrange is still a rarity since most
drivers do not have the right mechanical
qualities to perform across a wide range of
frequencies without breaking up at the upper frequencies. You usually need a crossover to cut back the signal to the driver at
the frequency extremes and gently cross
over to the tweeter. The trick here is to design a drive unit that achieves the same effect mechanically so that no electrical attenuation is needed. This allows the driver
to be connected directly to the ampliﬁer,

removing a whole layer of complexity and
inefﬁciency.
The MM de Capo i come with removable black mesh grills, and I like the look
of them better with the grills off so you
can see the gorgeous woodwork and lustrous ﬁnish. The sound is very slightly
cleaner this way too. When I say this is
a bookshelf speaker, I suspect most users
will use them stand mounted. I put them
up on sturdy 24 inch Target metal stands,
but you might prefer the good looking adjustable wooden stands the manufacturer
offers ($395). You can choose from a variety of ﬁnishes for the speakers themselves,
the top of the line (a $400 premium) featuring 11 thick layers in a high gloss epoxy ﬁnish applied over Natural American
Maple or Red Cherry for additional cabinet stiffness and a more reﬁned sound. My
test sample was Natural Maple in a Satin
ﬁnish which would set you back $2,995.
What you’d hope to get with a speaker
designed along these lines is something
quite efﬁcient, an easy match for any high
quality ampliﬁer, capable of throwing a
very stable three dimensional image and
offering high levels of detail and low distortion. That was the aim of the original
design and by the standards of the day,
those objectives were met, resulting in a
strong reputation amongst reviewers and
audiophiles alike. The passage of time
has seen elevated levels of competition.
There are many ﬁne bookshelf speakers
form the likes of Proac, Spendor, Rogers,
KEF, B&W, to name a few well respected
British imports, and this country has seen
some very ﬁne local designs, particularly
from Montreal-based Totem Acoustic.
Many reviewers worry most about tonality, detail, transient response and distortion but to me these fade into insigniﬁcance next to the key attributes of image
stability and dynamics, which make music sound like the real thing. It’s not that
you don’t need all those other qualities,
but the fact is that most speakers in this
price range do well in those areas today,
while far fewer offer realistic imaging and
dynamics. Imaging, the portrayal of musical instruments and voices in three dimen-
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sional space, comes from very careful attention to the smallest of details and sound
fundamental design. Phase coherence is
one of the key factors, and another is the
physical placement of the drivers. Ideally
you would use one single driver across all
frequencies, and some have tried this approach but very few succeeded. Certainly
if you are going to use moving coil drivers,
like most speakers do, ﬁnding a design
that optimizes the all-important midrange
inevitably leads to compromise at the frequency extremes. The next most promising approach is the concentric driver,
where the tweeter sits in the centre of the
midrange/woofer. Concentric drivers are
again very difﬁcult and very expensive to
design properly, but are almost always imaging champs. All other designs separate
the tweeter physically from the other drivers, and the larger the separation and the
greater the number of drivers, the harder
it is to create realistic imaging. If you are
sitting at a distance from the speakers in
a big room, this problem is reduced and
some large speakers can image very well
in those conditions, but for the rest of us
compact speakers usually image better.
In the case of the MM de Capo i, the distance between the tweeter and the woofer
could not be closer, and the front bafﬂe is
no bigger than necessary to accommodate
the two drivers selected.
So smaller is better for imaging, but with
a smaller internal volume and just two
drivers, the maximum volume level and
the bass extension must also be limited.
This generally works against excellent dynamics, which give scale and presence to
the music. By dynamics I mean the ability
of the speaker to increase the sound pressure linearly with the input level, without
noticeable peak compression. Big speakers with three or more drivers have the
advantage here, an advantage that every
designer of smaller speakers is trying to
claw back. In this case the designers have
chosen a very lightweight but stiff cone
material and a big diameter (8-¼ inch)
bass/midrange driver, at the same time
removing any electrical impediment between ampliﬁer and driver to get as big
a kick as possible, coupled with very fast
reﬂexes.
So much for theory. Let’s look at the details. Like all the speakers in the range, a
great deal of TLC has been lavished on the
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PTFE (Teﬂon) dielectric
• Mechanical grounding of the drivers
draining spurious vibration energy from
the driver’s frame and the motor to the
cabinet for a more open, detailed and dynamic sound
• Copper Shorting Ring (Faraday Ring) improves linearity in driver’s voice coil magnetic ﬁeld gap to reduce dynamic compression and better tracking of signal
• New Mundorf Supreme Silver Oil capacitors used as the tweeter high-pass ﬁlter for
extended, more dynamic and faster high
frequencies
• Soft brass screws used to fasten drivers
reduce the resonant noises generated by
the driver/frame
• New, ﬁve way binding posts with gold
plated tellurium copper conductors proThe very latest iteration (June 2009) now vide better conductivity than the commonly used brass types for better input signal
adds the following improvements:
• New CCSC (continuous cast, single crys- transmission
tal high purity OFC) internal wiring with • New CCC (Continuous Cast Copper) bi-

MM de Capo i over the years and those
who have owned or heard an earlier version might like to know what the designers have done over the years to keep it at
the head of the pack. Let’s run through the
changes since the introduction of the i version in 2003 before I tell you what I heard
in my listening room:
• Edge-hole-treatment (unique to Reference 3A drivers): Filling in the joint where
the soft surround meets the hard cone
edge with a new type of epoxy to avoid
cancellations
• New custom made multiple ﬂat plate paper-in-oil capacitors
• New low resonant frequency tweeter
• Improved cabinet construction using perforated braces and a vertical spine piece
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wire jumpers
• All connectors, internal wiring, and metal
driver parts are now cryogenically treated
So while not deviating from the original
design principles, you can see how every
aspect of the implementation has been
examined and where possible, improved
with the higher quality parts now available.
Sadly I don’t have a vintage MM de
Capo i on hand to do an A/B comparison,
but this review is not for current owners
considering an upgrade. It’s for those of
you in the market for very high quality
stand mounted speakers that won’t break
the bank. What you need to know from
me is how they sound today. And that’s an
easy call. Like all top ﬂight components,
they are consistent across a wide range
of music, whether you love opera or rap,
Count Basie or Keb Mo. Just be sure to
pair them with high quality components
capable of showing them at their best.
These speakers represent an easy drive
for most ampliﬁers since they are quite
efﬁcient and have a smooth impedance
curve, but they are quite sensitive to location. They have little need for reinforcement from room boundaries to produce a
solid bass, so bring them well away from
the walls. Ideally the listener and the two
speakers form an equilateral triangle, and
very little or no toe-in is required. Mount
them on rigid stands with blue-tac and
then make small adjustments to the toe-in
to optimize the imaging in your favourite
chair and you’re done. I found I could
then get up and walk around and the image was stable and enjoyable over a wide
range. This large sweet spot is especially
important if there will be more than one
listener at a time.
Imaging is in fact this speaker’s forte.
Correctly set up, the performers can be
easily located in space, and this contributes enormously to the impression of
reality. Thanks to that big main driver,
the MM de Capo i puts up very strong
numbers in the dynamics category, easily
impressing throughout Ivan Fischer’s superb SACD performance of Brahms First
Symphony. If it can keep its head here it
should have no trouble holding its own in
less demanding types of music. Actually
solo piano can be even more demanding
than a full orchestra so I gave it a workout
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there too, and found a rich, deep musical
range which preserves the full gamut of
such complex recordings as Zimmerman’s
Liszt Sonata. From here to jazz and folk
gave no surprises, so let’s see how it fares
with pop, rock and outstanding female vocalists like Jennifer Warnes.
The MM de Capo i produces prodigious bass – it’s ﬂat down to 42 Hz – and
this helps it sail through these tests with
aplomb. Bass guitar comes through pitch
perfect and without strain, giving a strong
underpinning to rock. The superb integration between the drivers, a miracle
given the simple tweeter network, makes
Warnes’ The Well a delight, while the
Beatles’ Love album is fresh, punchy and
detailed. Across the board, detail and transient response are both strong, though not
outstanding, while distortion is commendably low and tonality is spot on.
So is this the perfect speaker? Of course
not. The ﬁrst thing I would change is the
name. Reference 3A MM de Capo i is just
too much of a handful. It is also a relatively small speaker, and lacks the maximum output and spectacular dynamics
of its own big brothers, the Episode and
Grand Veena. The tweeter is excellent for
a speaker in this price range but does not
compare in resolution or extension to the
much more expensive diamond or beryllium designs found on some exotic speakers. Bass is strong down to 42 Hz but there
is some music that extends down further
than that, and if you love the organ you
will prefer a much bigger box. It is also
out of place in a large room because its
ability to move air is limited. Finally, you
may love the looks or hate them – aesthetics are personal, and there are no graceful
curves here like in a Wilson Benesch or
Sonus Faber. You’re paying for the sound
quality. The MM de Capo i is certainly
worth an audition if you can pony up the
asking price.

quickinfo
Reference 3A
www.reference3a.com
519-749-1565
Reference 3A MM de Capo i
Price: $2,995 (as tested)

sidebar
Reference 3A – A Family
Resemblance
3A (Applied Acoustic Arts) was
originally set up in France in 1959
by French designer Daniel Dehay
and relocated to Switzerland in
the late eighties under the name
Reference 3A. The company passed
into other hands before being
repurchased by Mr. Dehay around
1992 and most of the features of all
current models owe their heritage to
his design precepts. Today the company is located in Waterloo, Ontario
under the direction of Tash Goka of
Divergent Technology, who has a
special love for the MM de Capo i
above all the others in the Reference
3A stable.
Having spent considerable time
with three Reference 3A models, the
MM de Capo i, The Episode and the
Grand Veena, in ascending order of
size and price, I am struck by how
much there is in common between
them in their acoustic signature.
These are not speakers you buy
to impress your friends. You buy
them because you love music, you
know what live musicians sounds
like, and you want the best speakers you can get for the money.
The two bigger brothers share an
exotic driver above the tweeter, the
Murata Exciter. This gives them
a rather more open top end which
I found intoxicating, and they are
both ﬂoorstanding designs, meant
for progressively larger spaces and
greater listening distances. While
lacking the Murata Exciter, the MM
de Capo i is by no means shy in the
high frequencies and will suit most
normal size listening spaces better
than either ﬂoorstander. They are
all cut from a very similar cloth
both audibly and cosmetically. I’m
delighted to be able to recommend
these Canadian components which
stand up well against speakers from
a variety of specialist manufacturers
around the world. Canada rules OK.

www.canadahi.com

‘…the 550C’s modest limitations
are only revealed in the company
of much pricier gear, and in this
aspect, it can proudly hold its
head up. Way up.’ - The Absolute Sound

Cambridge Audio 550C CD Player

$659

It’s time to take your
music to the next level…
The new 550C offers mind-bending
performance from what at first appears to be
a relatively modest design. Indeed, simplicity
and purity are the name of the game with
Cambridge Audio’s latest CD players, which
deliver excellent dynamics, clarity and superb
timing from music of all genres.
550C showing the
S3 Custom CD Servo™

The benefits are far better
experienced than explained so visit
www.cambridge-audio.com/newazur
to locate the Cambridge Audio
specialist nearest to you.

www.cambridge-audio.com
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